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Medical  Officer  of  Health — Cyril  Dove  Cormac,  M.A.,  B.M., 
B.Ch.,  D.P.H. 

Senior  Sanitary  inspector — Harold  Street,  Cert.  R.S.I. 

(Resigned  March,  1950) 

R.  G.  Whiston,  M.S.I.A. 

(Appointed  April,  1950) 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspector — F.  Bailey,  M.S.I.A. 

(Appointed  April,  1950) 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Councillors  of  the  Borough  of  Congleton. 


Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


I have  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  my  Annual  Report  upon 
the  Health  and  Sanitary  circumstances  of  the  Borough  of  Congleton 
during  the  year  1950. 

In  it  I have  commented  both  on  the  environmental  Health  Services 
and  on  the  Health  Services  provided  by  the  Cheshire  County  Council 
under  Part  3 of  the  National  Health  Service  Act. 

Study  of  the  vital  statistics  gives  little  cause  for  special  comment. 
Both  death  and  infant  mortality  rates  are  slightly  higher  than  those 
recorded  for  England  and  Wales,  but  not  to  a significant  extent ; and 
it  will  be  observed  that  heart  disease  and  lesions  of  the  circulatory  system 
have  as  usual  been  the  commonest  causes  of  death. 

I have  included  particulars  of  the  findings  of  the  Mass  Miniature 
Radiography  Unit  which  visited  Congleton  in  September,  and  it  appears 
that  the  incidence  of  Tuberculosis  is  lower  than  might  have  been 
expected.  I hope  that  tho  Unit  will  visit  at  regular  intervals  and  that 
an  increasing  number  of  people  will  present  themselves  for  regular  X-ray 
examination. 
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The  most  serious  factor  at  present  effecting  the  state  of  health  of  the 
community  is  the  shortage  of  houses.  During  the  year  only  59  families 
•Were  re-housed  in  houses  erected  by  the  Council  and  on  December  31st 
there  was  a waiting  list  of  700  families.  Many  of  these  are  living  under 
appalling  conditions  and  much  mental  and  physical  ill  health  has 
undoubtedly  been  brought  about  by  disruption  of  family  life  by  over- 
crowding and  by  domestic  quarrels  resulting  when  one  or  more  families 
live  under  the  same  roof. 

I have  commented  in  my  report  on  the  shortage  of  the  town’s  water 
supply.  For  very  many  years  the  water  supply  of  the  town  has  been 
grossly  inadequate  in  quantity,  but  at  last  it  seems  probable  that  the 
serious  shortage  will  be  remedied  when  the  new  supply  becomes  available 
next  year. 

I wish  to  place  on  record  my  thanks  to  all  members  of  the  staff  for 
their  loyal  service  and  to  members  of  the  Council  for  their  continued 
co-operation. 


I beg  to  remain, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

C.  DOVE  CORMAC, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics. 

Estimated  population  ...  15,540 

Births 

( Legitimate 
Live  births  •( 

( Illegitimate 

(Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  estimated  average  population  mid.  1950  16.2 

Live  birth  rate  for  England  & Wales  per  1,000  of  the  population  15.8 

Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births  34.4 

Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  total  population  .57 

Still  birth  rate  for  England  & Wales  per  1,000  total  population  .37 


Total.  Male.  Female. 
243  no  133 

9 4 5 

9 5 4 


Infantile  Mortality. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  is  shown  as  follows  : — 

Total.  Male.  Female. 


Legitimate  ...  ...  7 5 2 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  1 — 1 

Infantile  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  31.7 

Infantile  mortality  rate  for  England  & Wales  29.8 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  28.8 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  111.1 


Deaths 

Deaths,  all  ages  ... 

Death  rate  per  1,000  estimated  average  population 


Total.  Male.  Female. 
I90  94  96 

12.2 


Death  rate  for  England  & Wales  per  1,000  of  the  population  11.6 
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The  following  table  shows  the  deaths  from  all  causes  within  the 
district  during  the  past  year  : — 


Cause 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

3 

3 

_ 

Tuberculosis,  other 

1 

1 

— 

Syphilitic  disease 

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  infections 

1 

1 

— 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

1 

1 

— 

Measles 

— 

— 

— 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

— 

— 

— 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

8 

3 

5 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

1 

1 

— ■ 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

1 

— 

1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

1 

— 

1 

Other  malignant  & lymphatic  neoplasms 

17 

11 

6 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

— 

— 

• 

Diabetes 

— 

— 

— 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

35 

15 

20 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

23 

14 

9 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

5 

2 

3 

Other  heart  diseases 

35 

17 

18 

Other  circulatory  disease 

4 

2 

2 

Influenza 

1 

1 

— • 

Pneumonia 

3 

1 

2 

Bronchitis 

17 

7 

10 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

— 

— 

— 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

— 

— 



Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

1 

1 

— 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

6 

3 

3 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

1 

1 

— 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

2 

— 

2 

Congenital  malformations 

— 

— 

— 

Other  defined  and  ill  defined  diseases 

20 

8 

12 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

— 

— 

— 

All  other  accidents 

3 

1 

2 

Suicide 

— 

— 

— 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

190 

94 

96 

7 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  and  Maternal  causes : — 

No.  of  Deaths 


Puerperal  Sepsis  ...  0 

Other  Maternal  causes  ...  2 

Total  ...  2 

Maternal  Mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births  7.6 


GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

FOR  THE  AREA. 

The  following  is  an  abstract  from  my  report  to  the  South-East 
Cheshire  Divisional  Health  Committee  concerning  various  aspects  of  the 
Local  Health  Authority’s  services  as  applicable  to  Congleton. 

Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children. 

The  statistics  below  are  indicative  of  the  work  carried  out  during 
the  year  at  the  Infant  Welfare  Centre  situated  at  12,  West  Street. 
Sessions  have  been  held  weekly,  except  at  holiday  times.  Welfare  foods 
have  been  sold  at  cost  price  when  requested  by  those  mothers  attending 
with  their  children,  and  two  voluntary  helpers,  Miss  Owen  and  Miss 
Parker,  have  rendered  valuable  assistance  with  this  work. 


Table  of  Statistics. 


Mothers’  Clinic 

New  Cases 

Total  Attendances 

Ante-natal 

49 

185 

Post-natal 

10 

60 

Dental  : — 

Pre-natal 

4 

8 

Nursing  mothers 

6 

18 

Dentures  supplied 

5 

No.  of  Clinics  held 

24 
1 1 


Infant  Welfare 


New  Cases 
0-1  1-5 

133  14 


Total 

Attendances 
0-1  1-5 

1611  653 


No.  of 
Clincis  held 


Cases  seen 
by  Doctor 


48 


812 


8 


Ophthalmic  Clinic 


New  Case*  Total  Attendances  No.  of  Clinics  held 


2 


3 


B.N.T.  Clinic 


3 


5 
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Day  Nurseries. 

One  of  the  chief  duties  of  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Sub-Committee  constituted  in  November  1949  has  been  to  consider  all 
applications  for  admission  to  the  Congleton  Day  Nursery.  In  February 
1950  there  were  38  children  on  the  Waiting  list,  but  by  the  end  of  the 
year  this  number  had  increased  to  73.  The  permitted  number  of  children 
on  the  Day  Nursery  Register  is  40.  Great  care  has  therefore  been  taken 
by  taken  by  the  Sub-Committee  to  admit  children  where  they  considered 
the  need  was  greatest.  The  Sub-Committee  have  continued  to  give 
priority  of  admission  to  the  children  of  unmarried  mothers  who  have  to 
work,  to  the  children  of  sick  women,  to  the  children  of  sick  cr  disabled 
men  and  to  the  children  of  women  who  work  in  textile  factories.  During 
the  year  25  children  ceased  to  attend  and  19  children  were  admitted,  the 
difference  between  these  two  figures  being  due  to  the  necessity  for 
cutting  down  the  numbers  on  the  register  from  46  to  40  in  accordance 
with  a resolution  of  the  County  Health  Committee. 

The  present  Day  Nursery  at  Congleton  is  in  need  of  redecoration 
but  iu  view  of  the  prospect  of  a new  Nursery  being  erected,  only  the 
minimum  amount  of  work  has  been  carried  out.  The  kitchen  and  larder 
have  been  redecorated  and  a wash  basin  was  installed  in  the  kitchen  to 
enable  those  concerned  with  the  handling  of  food  to  wash  more 
conveniently  after  having  used  the  toilet. 


0-2  years 
2-5  years 


Statistics. 

Average  No.  Attending 

*5 


Total  Attendances 


3728 

5468 


22 


Midwives. 

Three  midwives  employed  by  the  Cheshire  County  Council  practise 
within  the  Borough. 
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Hume  Nursing  Service. 

Two  District  Nurses  (Nurse  M.  S.  Bowman  and  Nurse  M.  L.  Pugh) 
are  resident  in  Congleton.  Both  nurses  occupy  council  houses.  One, 
which  is  a prefabricated  bungalow,  was  allocated  to  Nurse  Pugh  at  the 
end  of  the  year.  It  is  of  convenient  size  for  a nurse,  contains  every 
modern  convenience,  and  has  been  furnished  by  the  Divisional  Health 
Committee. 


Vaccination  and  Immunisation. 

Immunisation  against  Diphtheria  and  against  Whooping  Cough  and 
Vaccination  against  Smallpox  has  been  continued  by  Doctors,  in  their 
surgeries,  in  the  patients’  homes  and  at  Welfare  Centres. 

No  procedure  for  preventing  a deadly  disease  has  ever  yielded  such 
a measure  of  success  as  immunisation  against  Diphtheria,  by  removing 
from  childhood  one  of  the  most  frequent  causes  of  fatality. 

Comment  made  in  the  popular  press  about  the  association  discovered 
between  Infantile  Paralysis  and  Immunisation  has  resulted  in  a fall  of 
immunisation  throughout  the  country,  but  fortunately  this  fall  has  not 
been  marked  in  Congleton.  Immunisation  does  not  cause  Infantile 
Paralysis  but  merely  increases  the  chances  to  a negligible  extent  of 
contracting  it  only  if  the  disease  is  epidemic  at  the  time  of  inoculation. 
If  immunisation  is  relaxed  the  damage  done  will  be  far  greater  than  any 
damage  due  to  Poliomyelitis  through  the  minimal  increased  risk  which 
immunisation  is  thought  to  bring  about.  Every  child  should  be 
immunised  against  Diphtheria  on  reaching  the  age  of  one  year  and  again 
on  tntering  school. 

At  the  present  time  a large  scale  trial  is  being  carried  out  by  the 
Medical  Research  Council  to  determine  the  efficacy  of  immunisation 
against  Whooping  Cough.  Results  have  indicated  a fairly  high 
percentage  of  success  with  certain  vaccines  but  that  it  will  be  a year  or 
two  before  a highly  effective  vaccine  Is  available  for  general  use.  In  the 
meantime  it  is  considered  advisable  that  pressure  should  not  be  exerted 
on  parents  to  have  their  children  immunised  against  Whooping  Cough, 
but  that  immunisation  should  be  available  and  carried  out  on  request. 
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Since  the  National  Health  Service  Act  came  into  operation  there 
has  been  a general  decline  in  vaccination  against  smallpox.  In  Congleton 
only  58  children  under  5 years  of  age  were  vaccinated  for  the  first  time 
during  1950.  Between  the  5th  July,  1948  and  the  31st  December,  1950, 
only  15.4%  of  children  had  been  vaccinated  by  the  time  they  had  reached 
the  age  of  six  months.  Ideally,  vaccination  should  be  carried  out  in 
infancy,  on  entering  school,  on  leaving  school  and  afterwards  only  when 
there  has  been  exposure  to  smallpox. 

Statistics. 


Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

Age  o to  4 ...  ...  185 

Age  5 to  14  ...  ...  32 

Reinforcing  Injections  ...  30 

Whooping  Cough  Immunisation. 

All  age  groups  ...  ...  13 


Diphtheria  and  Whooping  Cough  Combined  Immunisation. 

All  age  groups 

Vaccination  : — 

Primary  Vaccination. 

Age  o to  4 
Age  5 to  14 
Adults 

Re - Vaccination. 

Age  o to  4 
Age  5 to  14 
Adults 


21 


58 

6 

12 

o 

o 

23 


Ambulance  and  Sitting  Case  Car  Transport. 

Two  ambulances  have  been  based  in  Congleton  and  arrangements 
made  with  Messrs.  Bourne  & Sons  to  provide  drivers  and  attendants, 
and  garage  accommodation  have  continued  to  prove  satisfactory  and 
economical.  1 he  Sitting-case  Car  Service  has  been  provided  in  the  form 
of  taxis  by  Messrs.  Bourne  & Sons  and  by  the  Voluntary  Car  Service 
operating  from  Macclesfield. 
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The  cost  of  operating  these  services  compares  very  favourably  with 
ambulance  and  car  services  provided  by  other  Divisions  in  the  County. 

The  tables  set  out  below  which  refer  to  the  transport  services  will  be 
of  interest.  The  figures  relate  in  large  part  but  not  entirely  to  the 
Borough  of  Congleton,  as  quite  a large  rural  area  is  covered  by  the 
ambulances  and  cars  based  in  the  town.  Ambulance  mileages  varied 
from  month  to  month  but  there  was  no  sign  of  any  serious  increase 
during  the  year.  On  the  other  hand  sitting  case  car  mileages  rose 
steadily  from  January  to  July  and  reached  a peak  figure  of  4933  miles 
in  October. 

The  ambulance  and  Sitting  Case  Car  Service  provided  under 
section  27  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act  is  available  for  those 
patients  who  on  strictly  medical  grounds  are  unfit  to  use  public  transport. 
Much  comment  has  from  time  to  time  been  made  about  how  this  part  of 
the  Health  Service  has  been  abused.  Instances  of  abuse  have  undoubtedly 
occurred  but  in  many  cases  the  abuse  has  been  apparent  rather  than  real. 
I believe  that  the  large  increase  in  car  mileages  is  due  to  more 
people  having  made  use  of  a service  to  which  they  have  been  entitled 
under  the  National  Health  Service  Act. 


Ambulance  Figurct—l  950. 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

April 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sep. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Mileages  ... 

1179 

2038 

2 112 

1697 

1 189 

1163 

1562 

899 

892 

*555 

1930 

191 1 

Journeys ... 

72 

86 

91 

83 

63 

53 

85 

52 

56 

74 

98 

102 

Patients  ... 

75 

94 

109 

89 

67 

55 

73 

62 

64 

98 

163 

194 
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Domestic  Help . 

Statistics  relating  to  the  Home  Help  Service  provided  in  Congleton 
during  1950  are  as  follows  : — 

Home  Helps  employed  : 


Full  Time  ...  2 

Temporary  ...  9 

Casual  ... 

Applications  received : 

Confinement  ...  13 

Aged  and  Infirm  ...  17 

Sickness  ...  11 

Tuberculosis  ...  2 

Cases  attended  : 

Confinement  ...  11 

Aged  and  Infirm  ...  15 

Sickness  ...  10 

Tuberculosis  ...  3 


This  amenity  which  is  provided  under  section  29  of  the  National 
Health  Service  Act  has  been  gradually  expanding.  Owing  to  increased 
demand,  more  casual  and  temporary  Home  Helps  have  been  engaged, 
particularly  for  the  care  of  the  aged  and  infirm. 


13 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Water. 

In  previous  Annual  Reports  I have  commented  on  the  gross 
inadequacy  of  the  Town’s  water  and  on  its  doubtful  quality  prior  to 
treatment  by  chlorination.  I have  now  been  informed  by  the  Borough 
Engineer  and  Surveyor  that  this  state  of  affairs  will  continue  throughout 
the  summer  of  1951,  but  that  by  April  1952  the  supply  will  almost 
certainly  have  been  augmented  to  the  extent  of  150,000  gallons  daily  by 
the  long  awaited  effluence  from  Hug  Bridge. 

As  an  interim  measure  to  mitigate  the  present  shortage  the 
Council  considered  schemes  to  obtain  water  both  from  the  bore  hole  at 
Baxter’s  Mill  and  from  the  springs  at  Hineswood  Farm.  These  projects 
were  abandoned,  and  in  either  case  would  have  involved  considerable 
expenditure.  Moreover,  the  water  from  the  bore  hole  at  Baxter’s  Mill 
is  quite  unsuitable  for  domestic  use  owing  to  its  extreme  hardness. 

At  the  present  time  water  is  consumed  in  Congleton  at  a rate  of 
about  575,000  gallons  per  day  and  it  is  estimated  than  an  additional 
150,000  gallons  will  be  needed  to  alleviate  the  present  serious  shortage. 

For  at  least  50  years  little  attention  has  been  paid  to  the  state  of  the 
water  mains  and  many  of  these  mains  are  now  undoubtedly  in  need  of 
renewal.  In  order  to  facilitate  the  work  of  renewal  the  Surveyor  has 
under  consideration  the  installation  of  a Waste  Water  Detection  System. 

Two  samples  of  water  were  taken  from  each  source  of  supply  during 
the  year  and  examined  by  Messrs.  Melling  & Ardern,  Analysts  of  Higher 
Broughton,  Manchester.  All  samples  proved  to  be  of  satisfactory 
quality,  both  chemically  and  bacteriologicaliy. 


Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

I must  again  stress  the  urgency  of  enlarging  the  present  Outfall 
Works  and  of  sewering  the  West  Heath  area  of  the  town.  Schemes  for 
this  work  have  been  prepared  and  are  awaiting  Ministry  approval. 
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Public  Cleansing. 


A total  of  3,357  tons  of  house  refuse  has  been  collected  and  disposed 
of  during  the  year. 


Salvage. 

Value 


Tons. 

Cwtl 

Qrs. 

lbs. 

£ 

S. 

d. 

Waste  Paper 

... 

H3 

16 

3 

O 

00 

16 

3 

Kitchen  Waste 

... 

77 

18 

O 

O 

2 I I 

5 

5 

Rags 

... 

1 

5 

2 

O 

17 

17 

0 

Bones 

• • • 

1 1 

3 

O 

3 

1 

9 

Scrap  Metal 

• * • 

3 

9 

1 

O 

9 

7 

1 1 

227 

1 

1 

O 

/1024 

8 

4 

prevalence  of  and  control  over 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

it  will  be  observed  from  the  accompanying  table  that  the 
predominent  infections  during  1950  were  Scarlet  Fever,  Whooping  Cough 
and  Measles.  Within  recent  times  Scarlet  Fever  has  become  a 
comparatively  mild  disease  in  comparison  with  Whooping  Cough  and 
Measles,  but  in  spite  of  this,  admission  of  Scarlet  Fever  cases  to  hospital 
amounted  to  80%  of  the  total  notifications  of  this  disease. 

The  cases  of  Diphtheria  occurred  in  a child  aged  3 years  and  an 
adtdt  aged  24,  neither  of  whom  had  been  previously  immunised. 

There  were  two  cases  of  Infantile  Paralysis,  which  compares 
f.uourably  with  the  numbers  notified  elsewhere,  as  there  was  the 
extensive  outbreak  in  the  country  during  the  summer  months. 


Notifiable  Diseases  ( other  than  Tuberculosis ) during  the  Year,  1950. 


15 


p 2 


fO  H H 


w 73  — 

8 ® a 

°|B 

TJ 


O -• 


•-«  ro  >-« 


a 


M 

c 

a)  73 
a> 

CJ  ^ 

* o 

oZ 

H 


O rh 

I~n  co 


O <0  M 

co 


Cl  VO 


Cl 


c 

o 


3 

XI 


v 

ac 

«< 


a - 

- • 

»o  o 
o 

1 

! 1 

10  1 

*n 

t-4 

t—t 

»o 

<0 

cs 

1 " 

i 

«o 

1 " 

>-< 

1 

1 

«n 

co  h-i  ►h  c< 

1 - 

1 

o 

M 

lO  co 

►h  -rf-  *h 

1 

*o 

oo 

CN  CO 

s 

>-* 

• 

"T 

^ :? 

_l 

cs 

~ 

1 

rn 

'+•  O <-«  00  Cl 

CO  Cl 

~ 

L 

1 

w 

3 

20 

2 I 

5 

1 

1 

H 

CO 

»-« 

O' 

Linder 

i yr. 

2 

<2 

1 

" 

• 

• 

• 

• 

(/) 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

*a3 

p 

3 

E 

Ut 

O 

o 

-*-* 

4) 

X3 

U-J 

C 

“o 

rt 

C 

OB 

rt 

zD 

►— « 

D_ 

be 

V 

4) 

V) 

Ut 

o 

15 

Ut 

O 

_c 

Z 

a 

4) 

> 

<U 

u 

be 

- 

o 

o 

o 

* u» 

4) 

c n 

c 

o 

in 

5 

tu 

■*-* 

4) 

a 

o 

<D 

JS 

</> 

a> 

c 

o 

o 

ZO 

c 

c 

< 

i) 

rt 

V 

Cl 

O 

Cl 

c 

"73 

•— * 

o 

jG 

in 

3 

• 

w 

l/J 

*3 

rt 

o 

cn 

r* 

£ 

o. 

5 

n3 

4) 

£ 

V 

c 

Qh 

c 

4) 

V— < 

3 

u 

< 

U» 

UJ 

o 

_c 

a 

O 

16 

Tuberculosis. 

For  comparative  purposes  I have  recorded  the  notifications  of 
Tuberculosis  during  1950  in  conjunction  with  the  notifications  of  this 
disease  received  each  year  since  1941. 


Notifications — 1941  to  1950. 


1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

MALE 

P NP 

P 

NP 

P 

NP 

P 

NP 

P 

NP 

P NP 

P 

NP 

P 

NP 

P 

PN 

P 

NP 

Up  to  x yr. 

I 

1 ■ 5 

I 

I 

I 

I 

5 - i5 

1 

1 

2 

I 

I 

3 

2 

2 

I 

15-25 

2 

I 

I 

2 

3 

I 

I 

I 

I 

25  - 35 

3 

2 

2 

3 

I 

2 

3 

3 

35  - 45 

2 

I 

I 

2 

2 

I 

I 

2 

I 

2 

I 

2 

45  - 55 

1 

2 

I 

2 

2 

I 

I 

I 

2 

55  - 65 

2 

I 

I 

X 

1 

2 

I 

I 

65  & over 

1 

1 

I 

2 

FEMALE 


Up  to  I yr. 

1 

1 

1 

1 - 5 

1 

2 

1 

5*  15 

1 

1 

1 

2 

4 

1 

1 

2 

15  - 25 

2 

1 

3 

4 

I 

1 

X 

1 

1 

5 

25  - 35 

1 

1 

2 

3 

4 

35*45 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

45  - 55 

1 

1 

X 

1 

55-65 

2 

2 

1 

1 

I 

1 

65  & over 

Total 

r3 

3 

10 

4 

5 

6 

9 

6 

16 

8 

12 

4 

9 

8 

10 

4 

10 

7 

20 

Deaths  — 1941  to  1950. 
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1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

MALE 

P 

NP 

P 

NP 

P 

NP 

P 

NP 

P 

NP 

P NP 

P 

NP 

P 

NP 

P 

NP 

P 

NP 

Up  to  i yr. 

1 * 5 

I 

I 

l 

I 

5-15 

I 

I 

*5  * 25 

1 

I 

25  * 35 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

35  - 45 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

45  - 55 

2 

I 

I 

3 

4 

I 

I 

55  - 65 

1 

I 

I 

I 

2 

2 

I 

I 

65  & over 

1 

I 

1 

1 

3 

FEMALE 


The  average  notification  rate  in  Congleton  of  all  forms  of 
Tuberculosis  per  100,000  population  from  1941  to  1950  is  115.1  while  the 
average  death  rate  from  this  disease  over  the  same  period  is  51.  These 
rates  in  England  and  Wales  in  1948  were  121  and  51  respectively. 
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It  will  be  noted  that  the  notification  of  cases  among  adult  males  was 
higher  in  1945  than  in  other  years,  possibly  on  account  of  more  cases 
having  been  discovered  at  routine  medical  examinations  in  the  armed 
forces.  The  large  number  ot  Pulmonary  cases  notified  in  1950  is  due  to 
the  visit  of  the  Mass  Radiography  Unit,  for  had  the  Unit  not  visited 
Congleton  a high  proportion  of  these  cases  would  still  have  been 
undetected,  and  would  have  continued  to  be  a menace  to  other  member* 
of  the  community. 

The  need  for  re  housing  the  Tuberculous  living  under  adverse 
conditions  has  been  fully  appreciated  by  the  Council,  and  careful 
consideration  has  been  given  to  every  case  brought  to  their  notice  by  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health.  Six  cases  were  re-housed  during  the  year. 


/Wass  Miniature  Radiography. 


A Mass  Miniature  Radiography  Survey  was  carried  out  between  the 
30th  August  and  the  2nd  October. 


The  aim  of  Mass  miniature  radiography  is  essentially  the  prevention 
of  the  spread  of  disease  through  the  discovery  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
in  its  early  stages,  for  active  disease  can  be  present  for  months  or  years 
without  symptoms;  and  even  when  symptoms  do  exist  they  may  be  so 
vague  as  not  to  warrant  reference  by  the  Doctor  for  an  X-ray  of  the 
chest. 

When  the  unit  visited  Congleton  the  proportion  of  the  population 
examined  was  exceedingly  high  in  comparison  with  other  areas,  but 
there  remained  in  the  town  about  8,000  people  who  did  not  avail 
themselves  of  the  opportunity  to  attend  for  X-ray.  It  is  probable  that 
among  these  apparently  healthy  persons  there  are  at  least  30  with 
undetected  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  who  are  a grave  menace  to  others 
with  whom  they  come  into  contact.  It  is  highly  probable  that  the 
incidence  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  is  greater  among  refusals  than 
among  those  who  volunteer  to  be  x-rayed,  as  many  people  refuse  to  be 
examined  for  fear  of  what  may  be  found.  This  is  more  common  in  those 
with  symptoms  or  a family  history  of  Tuberculosis. 
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The  following  is  an  extract  from  a Report  by  Dr.  J.  C.  Mellor, 
Medical  Director  of  No.  3 Mass  Radiography  Unit,  concerning  the 
survey  in  Congleton. 

1 he  persons  examined  were  in  the  main  employees  of  the  various 
industrial  establishments,  staffs  of  shops,  offices,  etc.,  public  and  utility 
services,  individual  volunteers  and  school  children  over  the  age  of 
14  years. 

A Publicity  campaign  was  organised  in  co-operation  with  the 
Divisional  Medical  Officer,  the  press  and  the  cinemas  to  encourage  the 
public. 


The  results  of  the  survey  are  summarised  in  the  following  tables  : — 


TABLE  I. 

The  number  of  persons  who  were  examined  during  the  survey  : — 


Males 

Female* 

Total 

Persons  Employed 

• . . 

1316 

2183 

3499 

School  Children 

... 

L52 

74 

226 

General  Public 

... 

522 

725 

1247 

Totai. 

... 

1990 

2982 

4972 

Of  the  net  number  of  4,972  examined.  4,816  or  96.5%  were  classifie  1 
as  normal. 
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TABLE  V. 

Classification  of  Non-Tuberculous  Abnormalities. 


Abnormalty. 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Referred  for 
further 
action. 

Abnormalities  of  Bony  thorax 
and  Lungs,  e g.  Cervical  rib, 
Azygos  lobe,  etc. 

13 

24 

37 

I 

Chronic  Bronchitis  and 

Emphysema... 

3 

I 

4 

3 

Bronchiectasis 

4 

I 

5 

5 

Pneumokoniosis 

3 

- 

3 

3 

Pleural  thickening  and  basal 
fibrosis 

19 

5 

24 

3 

Spontaneous  pneumothorax, 

(Non-T.B.) 

- 

1 

1 

1 

Cardio-vascular  lesions 

2* 

14 

1 6 

2 

Cystic  disease 

1 

2 

3 

3 

Foreign  Bodies 

2 

- 

2 

- 

Bazins  disease 

- 

1 

1 

1 

Total 

47 

49 

96 

22 

* i patient,  age  60  since  died — “ Myocardial  failure.” 


TABLE  VI. 

Classification  of  Tuberculous  patients. 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Rate/1000 

Inactive  Primary 

IO 

18 

28 

5-6 

Inactive  Post-Primary 

H 

J7 

31 

6.2 

Active  Post  Primary 

3 

2 

5 

1.0 

Comment  should  be  made  on  the  low  incidence  of  active  pulmonary 
tuberculosis — a rate  of  one  per  thousand  persons  examined  may  be 
considered  low. 
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The  following  sections  of  this  report  cover  the  work  of  the  Sanitary 
Department  and  have  been  compiled  by  Mr.  R.  G.  Whiston,  the  Chief 
Sanitary  Inspector. 

SUMMARY  OP  VISITS  AND  INSPECTIONS.  Number 

of  Visits. 


General  Sanitation. 

Water  supply  ...  ...  ...  5 

Drainage  ...  ...  ...  454 

Stables  and  Piggeries  ...  ...  ...  1 

Offensive  Trades  ...  ...  ...  8 

Common  Lodging  Houses  ...  ...  5 

Tents,  Van  and  Sheds  ...  ...  ...  17 

Factories  ...  ...  ...  216 

Workshops  ...  ...  ...  7 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  3 

Theatres  and  Places  of  Entertainment  ...  ...  5 

Rats  & Mice  ...  ...  ...  70 

Smoke  Observations  ...  ...  ...  13 

Schools  ...  ...  ...  2 

Miscellaneous  Sanitary  Visits  ...  ...  325 

Pail  Survey  ...  ...  ...  379 

Building  Licences  ...  ...  ...  50 

Interviewing  & Appointments  ...  ...  313 

HOUSING. 

Under  Public  Health  Acts. 


No.  of  Houses  Inspected  and  re-visits  to  Houses  previously 


Inspected  ...  ...  ...  561 

Under  Housing  Acts. 

No.  of  Houses  Inspected  ...  ...  21 

Re-visits  to  Houses  previously  Inspected  ...  149 

Overcrowding. 

No.  of  Houses  Inspected  ...  ...  25 

Re-Visits  to  Houses  previously  Inspected  ...  3 

Verminous  Premises. 

No.  of  Houses  Inspected  ...  ...  86 

Found  verminous  and  disinfested  ...  ...  23 

Miscellaneous  Housing  Visits  ...  ...  22 
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Number 

Infectious  Diseases . of  Visit*. 

Inquiries  in  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  ...  ...  55 

Visits  re  Disinfection  ...  ...  ...  29 

Miscellaneous  Infectious  Disease  Visits  ...  ...  10 

Food  Premises  and  Food  Inspection. 

Visits  to  Slaughterhouses  ...  ...  434 

Butchers  ...  ...  ...  9 

Fishmongers  & Poulterers  ...  ...  4 

Grocers  ...  ...  ...  26 

Greengrocers  & Fruiterers  ...  ...  17 

Cowsheds  ...  ...  ...  3 

Dairies  & Milkshops  ...  ...  ...  44 

Ice  Cream  Premises  ...  ...  ...  46 

Food  Preparing  Premises  ...  ...  37 

Market  Stalls  ...  ...  ...  21 

Restaurants  ...  ...  ...  8 

Licensed  Premises  ...  ...  ...  13 


Total  ...  ...  3319 

Summary  of  Notices  Served. 

No.  of  Informal  Notices  Served  ...  ...  127 

No.  of  Informal  Notices  Complied  with  ...  ...  177 

No.  of  Statutory  Notices  served  ...  ...  2 

No.  of  Statutory  Notices  Complied  with  ...  ...  6 

Complaints. 

During  the  year  190  complaints  were  received  and  investigated  ; 
19  of  these  were  unfounded. 

36  were  found  to  be  relating  to  dangerous  structures,  gas  and  water 

leakages  and  other  matters  and  were  referred  to  the  Departments 
concerned. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  i9J6. 

Nuisances. 

Following  complaints  and  during  routine  inspection  and  re-inspection 
561  visits  were  made,  a total  of  280  nuisances  were  found  and  as  a result 
88  informal  notices  were  issued.  In  2 cases  statutory  notices  were  served. 

473  nuisances  were  abated.  135  informal  and  6 statutory  notices 
were  complied  with. 

Drainage. 

Installation  of  new  drainage  at  all  premises,  except  Corporation 
owned  properties,  and  repair  of  defective  drainage  was  supervised  and 
the  necessary  testing  carried  out.  454  visits  were  made  in  connection 
with  this  work  and  the  tracing  of  existing  drainage  at  various  properties. 

Disinfestation. 

D.D.T.  compounds  in  liquid  and  powder  form  are  used  for  this 
purpose,  and  successful  results  have  been  obtained. 

The  houses  and  household  effects  of  new  tenants  for  Council  Houses 
are  inspected  and  where  necessary  disinfestation  is  undertaken.  For  this 
and  other  reasons,  86  inspections  have  been  carried  out  and  23  premises 
treated. 

Conversions  of  Pails  and  Waste  Water  Closets. 

The  Council  make  a grant  of  towards  the  cost  of  conversion 
of  pail  closets  to  water  closets. 

5 applications  for  grant  have  been  made  and  the  conversions 
satisfactorily  carried  out. 

The  number  of  convertible  pails  remaining  in  the  Borough  is 
estimated  at  109. 

One  waste  water  closet  has  been  converted  to  a water  closet. 

Offensive  Trades. 

Two  premises  are  registered  for  the  purpose  of  tripe  boiling.  These 
have  been  inspected  and  found  satisfactory.  No  complaints  of  nuisance 
in  connection  with  the  trade  have  been  received. 
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Smoke  Abatement. 

13  half-hour  observations  on  boiler  chimneys  have  been  made.  In 
one  case  black  smoke  was  emitted  for  a time  in  excess  of  the  normal 
permitted  period.  The  factory  concerned  was  visited  and  necessary 
lepaiis  have  been  effected  to  the  boiler  plant. 

Infectious  Disease  and  Disinfection. 

Enquiries  have  been  made  into  55  cases  of  infectious  disease  and 
necessary  disinfection  carried  out  with  liquid  formalin.  In  some  cases 
infected  bedding  has  been  taken  to  the  Isolation  Hospital,  Macclesfield, 
for  disinfection  by  steam. 

Infected  library  books  are  treated  with  gaseous  fumigant  before 
return  for  circulation. 

Public  Mortuary. 

This  service  is  under  the  charge  of  the  Department  and  during  the 
year  there  have  been  u admissions. 

Common  Lodging  ffouses. 

The  one  common  lodging  house  in  the  Borough  has  been  closed. 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds. 

17  visits  have  been  made  in  connection  with  the  control  of  moveable 
dwellings. 

One  licence  has  been  issued  to  station  and  use  a caravan. 


HOUSINQ  ACTS,  1936-49. 

2 1 houses  were  inspected  under  the  provisions  of  the  Housing  Acts. 
149  revisits  were  made  to  houses  previously  inspected. 

One  Clearance  Area,  comprising  3 houses,  was  represented  to  the 
Minister  of  Health  and  subsequently  confirmed. 

One  Clearance  Area,  comprising  2 houses,  represented  and  the 

Public  Enquiry  held  in  1939  has  been  confirmed  by  the  Minister  of 

Health. 
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3 condemned  houses  in  Clearance  Areas  have  been  demolished  and 
the  sites  cleared.  The  demolition  of  2 Clearance  Areas  has  been 
completed. 

2 individual  unfit  houses  were  demolished. 

Table  showing  present  position  of  Condemned  Houses. 


Number  of  occupied  houses  in  confirmed  clearance  areas  ...  27 

Number  of  occupied  houses  in  areas  represented  but  not  confirmed...  44 
Number  of  vacant  houses  in  confirmed  clearance  areas  ...  36 

Number  of  vacant  houses  in  areas  represented  but  not  confirmed  ...  1 

Number  of  individual  unfit  houses  occupied  ...  4 

Number  of  individual  unfit  houses  vacant  ...  3 


One  application  has  been  received  for  an  improvement  grant  under 
the  Housing  Act,  1949,  and  is  receiving  consideration. 

POOD  6t  DRUGS  ACT,  1938. 

Food  Premises. 

228  inspections  of  premises  used  for  the  preparation,  storage  or  sale 
of  food  have  been  carried  out.  89  contraventions  were  found  and  1 1 
informal  notices  issued.  On  re-inspection  18  contraventions  had  been 
abated. 

ice  Cream. 

There  are  9 premises  registered  for  the  manufacture  of  ice  cream. 
8 of  these  use  the  “cold  mix”  method  and  the  remaining  one  has  the 
necessary  plant  for  heat  treatment  in  accordance  with  the  Ice  Cream 
(Heat  Treatment)  Regulations,  1947. 

19  premises  are  registered  for  the  sale  only  of  ice  cream. 

6 samples  of  ice  cream  were  taken  and  submitted  to  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory  Service,  Monsall  Hospital,  Newton  Heath, 
Manchester,  for  Bacteriological  examination  by  the  methylene  blue  test. 
Results  showed  2 samples  Grade  I,  1 Grade  II,  1 Grads  III  and 
2 Grade  IV. 

The  sample  which  was  Grade  III  was  from  a Manufacturer  outside 
the  Area  and  the  Local  Authority  concerned  was  notified. 
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Preserved  Food. 

31  premises  are  registered  for  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  preserved 
food  (sausages,  potted  and  pressed  meats,  etc.) 


Food  Byelaws. 

Byelaws  for  the  handling  of  food  have  been  adopted  by  the  Council 
and  provisional  approval  of  the  Minister  of  Food  obtained. 

Two  films  on  food  handling  were  shown  to  an  audience  of 
approximately  200,  comprising  members  of  the  Food  Trade  and  general 
public.  A talk  was  also  given  at  the  same  time  by  a representative 
of  the  Food  Hygiene  Division  of  the  Ministry  of  Food. 

Milk  & Dairies. 

With  the  invoking  of  the  Food  & Drugs  (Milk  & Dairies)  Act  1944, 
by  the  “appointed  day”  Order  of  1949,  the  supervision  of  Milk 
production  was  transferred  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  & Fisheries 
and  the  supervision  of  pasteurising  and  sterilising  plants  to  the  County 
Council. 


Milk  <£  Dairies  Regulations. 

Registered  are  10  Dairies  and  29  Distributors. 

Under  the  Special  Designation  Regulations,  8 licences  have  been 
issued  for  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk,  1 for  Pasteurised  Milk  and  19  for 
Sterilized  Milk. 

30  visits  have  been  made  in  connection  with  registration  and 
licensing. 


Slaughterhouses. 

There  are  10  licensed  slaughterhouses  in  the  Borough.  All 
slaughtering  is  carried  out  at  two  of  these,  which  are  under  the  control 
of  the  Ministry  of  Food. 

434  \isits  were  made  in  connection  with  meat  inspection  and 
renewals  of  licences. 
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MEAT  A OTHER  FOODS  INSPECTION. 

Total  number  of  Animals  Slaughtered  and  Inspected. 


Bulla 

Steers 

Cows 

Heifers 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Total 

17 

1 16 

887 

259 

379 

3965 

8l 

5704 

Condemnations. 


Cattle 
Ex.  Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

39a 

887 

379 

3965 

81 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis. 

Whole  Carcases  condemned  ... 

1 

21 

36 

4 

2 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

*35 

329 

18 

74i 

17 

Percentage  affected  with  diseases, 
other  than  Tuberculosis 

34.69% 

39.46% 

14-25% 

18.79% 

23-45% 

Tuberculosis  only. 

Whole  Carcases  condemned  ... 

3 

27 

2 

3 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

48 

374 

— 

4 

Percentage  affected  with 

Tuberculosis... 

13-01% 

45-21% 

0.53% 

— 

8.64% 
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Weight  of  Meat  Condemned. 


Tons 

Cwts. 

Qrs. 

lbs. 

Beef 

13 

9 

2 

18 

Veal 

13 

2 

25 

Mutton 

3 

2 

24 

Pork 

9 

O 

22 

Offal 

1 r 

15 

2 

*7 

Total 

26 

1 1 

3 

22 

Particular*  of  Casualty  Animals  from  Farm  Premise*  and  Ungraded 
Cattle  from  the  Cattle  Marke',  Slaughtered  at  Owners  Risk 

(included  in  above  Total) 


Bulls 

Steers 

Cows 

Haifa™ 

Calves 

Sheep 

Piga 

Total 

3 

— 

149 

7 

122 

31 

69 

381 

Weight  of  Meat  Condemned  (included  in  above  Totals) 


Tons 

Cwts. 

Qrs. 

lbs 

Beef 

7 

4 

X 

19 

Veal 

10 

O 

0 

Mutton 

2 

I 

I 

Pork 

9 

O 

6 

Offal 

3 

8 

O 

17 

Total 

1 1 

*3 

3 

l5 

Other  Foods  Condemned. 

Canned  Goods 

Provisions  (Butter,  Luncheon 
Meat,  Sausages) 

Other  Foods 


Cwts.  Qrs.  lbs. 

5 3 5i 

5 3 22^ 

4 o 24 

23* 


Total 


*5 


3 
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Tuberculosis  Order,  19,38. 

6 Cows  were  slaughtered  under  the  provisions  of  the  above  Order, 
4 were  found  to  be  affected  with  advanced  Tuberculosis  and  the  whole 
carcases  and  organs  were  condemned,  2 were  found  to  be  affected  with 
non-advanced  tuberculosis  and  in  these  cases  the  affected  parts  and 
organs  were  condemned. 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  19.33. 

The  stunning  of  all  animals  in  the  Borough  is  carried  out  by  means 
of  captive  bolt  pistols. 

39  Slaughtermen’s  Licences  were  renewed  and  one  new  licence  was 
issued  during  the  year. 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949. 

The  Council  has  one  full  time  operative  whose  duties  are  concerned 
with  the  destruction  of  rats  and  mice. 

70  visits  have  been  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  in  connection 
with  complaints  and  general  supervision. 

All  work  at  business  premises  was  carried  out  after  written  or  verbal 
informal  intimation  had  been  given  and  no  statutory  notices  have  been 
served. 

A summary  of  the  incidence  and  treatment  carried  out  is  appended. 

Report  for  period  3!st  March  to  31st  Dseember,  1950. 

I.  Prevalence  of  Rats  and  Mice. 


Number  of  properties  in 
which  infestation  was 

Analysis  of  Column 
(iii) 

Number  infested  by 

Notified 

by 

Occupier 

Otherwise 

Recorded 
(Total  of 

Rats 

Mice 

discover’d 

i & ii) 

Major 

Minor 

only 

Local  Authorities  Property 

3 

8 

1 1 

I 

8 

2 

Dwelling  Houses 

105 

4 

109 

— 

42 

67 

Business  Premises 

1 1 

32 

43 

— 

29 

Agricultural  Property 

I 

9 

10 

— 

10 

— 

Total 

120 

53 

173 

I 

89 

83 

Measures  of  Control  by  Local  Authority. 
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Maintenance  Treatment  for  Rats  in  Sewers. 

It  is  estimated  that  there  are  425  man-holes  in  the  Borough,  a test 
bait  of  10%  of  these  was  undertaken  and  two  treatments  carried  out 
during  the  year. 

At  the  first  treatment  31  man-holes  were  pre-baited,  19  showed 
“Takes”  and  were  poisoned  ; at  the  2nd,  38  man-holes  were  pre-baited 
and  19  poisoned. 


Shops  Act,  1950. 

During  inspections  of  food  shops  where  assistants  were  employed 
the  provisions  of  the  above  Act  were  borne  in  mind  and  no  contraventions 
were  noted. 


Factory  Act,  1937. 

216  inspections  have  been  made  and  a summary  of  visits, 
contraventions  and  notices  is  as  follows  : — 

/.  Inspections. 


Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

No.  of 
Inspect- 
ions 

No.  of 

Written 

Notices 

Ne  of 
Occupiers 
Prosecuted 

(1)  Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,2,3,  4’  an(l  6 are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities 

1 1 

5 

2 

(2)  Factories  not  included  in  (1) 
in  which  Section  7 is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 

125 

21 1 

26 

— 

(3)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

136 

216 

28 

— 

32 


2.  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found. 


Particulars 

Number 
in  which 

we 

Found 

of  cases 
defects 

re 

Remedied 

Number 
in  which 
were  R 

To  H.M. 

Inspector 

of  cases 
defects 
eferred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Number 

of  cases 
in  which 
prosecut- 
ions were 
instituted 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  Temperature 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  Ventilation 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

(a)  insufficient 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

I 29 

115 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including  offences 

relating  to  Outwork) 

— 

— 

— 

" 

Total 

I3I 

115 

— 

— 

— 

Outworkers. 

A total  of  31  outworkers  are  shown  as  employed  by  Factories  in  the 
area  in  the  August  lists  submitted  in  accordance  with  Section  110  of  the 
Act.  All  are  engaged  on  the  making,  altering  or  repairing  of  wearing 
apparel. 

Control  of  Civil  Building-Defence  Regulation  56  A. 

50  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  the  issue  of  licences  and 
permits  for  materials. 

10  licences  have  been  issued  by  this  Department  for  a total 
of  ^2,358. 


